September 21, 2001 . Thus, this Request for Continued Examination and Amendment is timely, 
filed. 

The Advisory Action indicated that the Amendment submitted on May 21, 2001 was not 
entered. 

Amendments 



In the clajtfis^ 



Please cancel claims 31-51. 



Please add new claims 52-68, as follows: 



52. (New) An expression vector comprising a nucleic acid sequence encoding a 
fusion protein operatively linked to a promoter, said fusion protein comprising: 1) an 
immunoglobulin heavy chain or light chain; and 2) a polypeptide or portion thereof contaipirfg at 
least one epitope, said polypeptide selected from the group consisting of a mammali^H^tigenic| 
polypeptide, an autoantigenic polypeptide and an antigenic polypeptide of an allergen 
comprising at least two epitopes. 

53. (New) An expression vedftar comprising a nucleic acid sequence encoding a 
fusion protein operatively linked to a prom^er, said fusjtfn protein comprising: 1) an 
immunoglobulin heavy chain or light chain; ar^2\^mammalian antigenic polypeptide or 
portion thereof containing at least one epitop^kT \. 

54. (New) An expression vector comprising a nucleic acid sequence encoding a 
fusion protein operatively lin^d to a promoter, said fusion protein comprising: 1) an 
immunoglobulin heavy chain or light chain; and 2) an autoantigenic polypeptide or portion 
thereof containing aHeast one epitope. 

55 Y (New) An expression vector comprising a nucleic acid sequence encoding a 
fusion/protein operatively linked to a promoter, said fusion protein comprising: 1) an 
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immunoglobulin heavy chain or light chain; and 2) an antigenic polypeptide, or portion thereof^ 
of an allergen comprising at least two epitopes. 

56. (New) The expression vector of any of claims 52-55, wherein said vecjx^r is a 
viral vector. 

57. (New) The expression vector of claim 56, wherein said viral ^ctor is selected 
from the group consisting of retroviral vector and baculovirus vector. 

58. (New) The expression vector of any of claims 52-55, wherein there are two or 
more copies of the nucleic acid sequence encoding said fusionjtfotein operatively linked to said 
promoter. 



59. (New) The expression vector oxani 
immunoglobulin is an IgG. 



exclaims 52-55, wherein the 



60. (New) The expression vecto^of any of claims 52-55 which comprises the 
identifying characteristics of ATCC Noy09555. 

6 1 . (New) The expre^ion vector of any of claims 52-55, wherein said fusion protein 

^ 

comprises an N-terminal variable region of said heavy chain and has said polypeptide or portion 
thereof inserted adjacent toahe first framework region of said N-terminal variable region. 



62. (New/ The expression vector of claim 52 or 54, wherein said autoantigenic 
polypeptide is selected from the group consisting of clotting factor VIII, acetylcholine receptors, 
collagen, myeliii basic protein, thyro globulin, and histocompatibility antigen. 
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63. (New) The expression vector of claim 52 or 55, wherein said antigenic 
polypeptide of an allergen is selected from the group consisting of a protein of pollen^Xprotein 
of ragweed and a protein of dust mite. 

64. (New) The vector of claim 63, wherein the protein o£ragweed is antigen E. 



| 65. (New) A pharmaceutical composition fopmducing tolerance to an antigen, said 

composition comprising a cell suitable^: introduction into an individual and a pharmaceutical^ 
yT j / acceptable excipient, wherein said^Ujc^nts^La vector selected from the group consisting of 
' I the vectors of claims 52-55. 



66. (New) The gja^rmaceutical composition of claim 65, wherein the cell is syngeneic 
with the individual. 

67. yfNew) A transformed hemopoietic or lymphoid cell comprising the expression 
vector of ^fy of claims 52-55. 

68. (New) The cell of claim 67 which is a bone marrow cell. 



Applicants respectfully note that the above-reference Amendment addresses the issues 
raised in the Office Action of December 20, 2000 and the Advisory Action of June 1 1, 2001. 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application in view of the following 
remarks in conjunction with the present Amendment, and in conjunction with the remarks 
submitted in previous responses to Office Actions and declaration accompanying said responses, 
which are incorporated by reference. 
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